Congenital syphilis in the 21st century.
While the prevalence of congenital syphilis continues to be low throughout most of the developed world, there has been a slight resurgence of the disease in several European countries, including Spain. In this context, we need to become more familiar with the signs and symptoms of this disease and consider its diagnosis in patients with only mild clinical manifestations. A definitive diagnosis may be difficult or even impossible in patients whose diagnostic tests reveal low positive titers or inconsistent results. The cornerstone of congenital syphilis control is prenatal screening and the treatment of infected mothers with penicillin, an effective and economical intervention. Based on a review of the literature supplemented by data from our own clinical experience, this article provides a detailed description of the clinical manifestations of congenital syphilis as well as the various diagnostic methods and treatments available.